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Climate Progress Report 2023

Bath and North East Somerset area-wide

emissions (Transport, businesses and homes)
Baseline: 2005 = 1063.3 ktCO2

2019 =671 ktCO2

2020 = 599.6kt CO2*

Council Emissions

Baseline: 2010/11 = 8,330 tCO2
2020/21 =2,821 tCO2
2021/22 = 2,644 tCO2

Renewable energy capacity in Bath and North

Somerset

Baseline: 2019 =21 MW
2021 = 22.5MW
2022 =29 MW

Bath & North East
Somerset Council

Improving People’s Lives

*2021 data will be issued by
BEIS in June 2023

Average per person emissions
in Bath and North East
Somerset are 3.1 tCO2 (2020),
which is 20% lower than the UK
average of 3.8 tCO2.




Climate & Ecological Emergency Progress Report 2022-23: A focus on achievements

This report outlines the key achievements in 2022-23. | Co-benefits

Action to reduce carbon emissions, restore nature and In 2019, the Council was invited by Ashden to join a
create new and improved green infrastructure provides a | working group to develop the Ashden Toolkit for Councils.
host of opportunities and benefits. Achieving the district- | Alongside a directory of action, four co-benefits associated

wide zero carbon target, nature recovery and green with action to cut carbon emissions were identified:
’ Health, Economy, Equity, and Resilience

infrastructure ambitions by 2030 will also create
improved health, social equality, and economic and O @ g

community resilience.

Energy: Renewables and Sustainable Buildings

A closer look at some of the key work accomplished over the past year, from improving the energy efficiency of our own buildings to
supporting community focused discussions about local renewable energy generation. Each case study below demonstrates our commitment
to enabling Bath and North East Somerset to reach net zero by 2030.

Council adopts ground-breaking planning framework

Bath and North East Somerset has become the first council in England to
successfully adopt an energy-based net zero housing policy as part of its
commitment to tackling the climate emergency. The new housing
development policy will ensure the energy use of any proposed
development is measured and meets a specified target — setting a limit on
the total energy use and demand for space heating. It will also require
sufficient on-site renewable energy generation to match the total energy
consumption of the buildings — ensuring the development is 100% self-
sufficient. The council will also impose net zero operational carbon
standards for new major non-residential developments. Shortlisted for the
Regen Green Energy Awards.

Co-benefits: Economy and Resilience

Pictured: The Guildhall on a sunny day in Bath
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Community Energy Conversations

Pictured: Left, community members talking to a member of the CSE team.

The Centre for Sustainable Energy (CSE) have piloted a project
facilitating conversations with local people about the types and
scales of renewable energy which are acceptable to them. The
project has been run where there is high potential for renewable
energy generation based on evidence from the council’s
research; Hinton Blewett and Temple Cloud, Stowey-Sutton and
East and West Harptree, and Peasedown and Wellow.

Through workshops and an online survey, CSE have explored
generating renewable energy in these areas with residents
through hypothetical discussion. The workshops were well
attended and response rates for the surveys have reflected this,
demonstrating that local people are invested in the future of the
places they live and work.

Co-benefits: Economy, Equity, and Resilience
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Decarbonising care homes

Pictured: Alison Born member for Adult Services, Kevin Guy leader of the
council and a member of council staff, picture stood next to a air source
heat pump.

Solar PV panels have been installed on the roof of Charlton House
and an Air Source Heat Pump is being installed to heat the building
and provide hot water. The care home has also switched to using
energy efficient long-life LED lights. The energy saving measures are
expected to cut carbon emissions from Charlton House by 57.51
tonnes and save £14,287 in energy costs each year.

Two further care homes are set to benefit from similar energy saving
measures this year.

Co-benefits: Economy and Resilience



Two Rivers C of E Primary School Construction begins on Keynsham Recycling Hub
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Pictured: Left, Clir Sarah Warren, deputy leader and cabinet member for Pictured: An illustration of what the Keynsham Recycling Hub will look likewhen
climate and sustainable travel, Cllir Kevin Guy, leader of the council meet complete.

with the headteacher of Two Rivers CofE Primary School, Claire Graham. . .
y The first phase of construction has begun for the new Keynsham

Keynsham’s new Two Rivers C of E Primary School has been Recycling Hub Reuse and Recycling Centre (RRC) and is due to be
built to high sustainable standards thanks to additional funding opened in late autumn. When complete the hub will have on-site
from Bath & North East Somerset Council. To ensure the renewable energy generation via a 3800m? ,783-kilowatt peak solar
buildings are of the highest environmental standards to achieve panel array, providing much of the power needed for operations.
Passivhaus accreditation, the council contributed an additional Office and welfare buildings have also been designed to be energy
£835k of S106 funding from developers to the project. The efficient using fabric-first construction methods alongside a host of
building produces its own energy from photovoltaic panels on the other sustainability measures such as rainwater harvesting,

roof generating 102,269 kWh annually. The building also benefits sustainable drainage and wildlife corridors.

from excellent insulation, triple glazing, two electric air source
heat pumps and a mechanical ventilation system incorporating
heat recovery.

Co-benefits: Economy and Resilience

Co-benefits: Economy and Resilience
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Baths

Roman

Pictured: The Kings Bath drained of water to install heat exchange pipes.

An innovative emissions-reduction scheme means that spa water
from the Roman Baths is being used to decrease the council’s
carbon footprint. Installation of high-grade stainless steel energy
blades in the King's Spring have allowed for a new 100 kilowatt
heat system (the equivalent of heating 20 or 30 average domestic
homes) to provide carbon neutral heat to the Baths Complex and
next door Clore Learning Centre.

It is the second council heat pump project in Bath taking
advantage of the thermal spring water, the other being Bath
Abbey next door, and will achieve a financial saving over its more
than 20-year lifespan due to reduced heating expenses.

Watch a video explaining the new Roman Bath's heating system.
Co-benefits: Economy and Resilience
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Solar Together

Pictured: A contractor installing a solar panel on a roof.

The West of England Combined Authority with the council’s support
ran a pilot scheme in partnership with an independent group-buying
organisation called iChoosr. By clubbing together, everyone who has
registered for the Solar Together West of England scheme had the
opportunity to be offered cheaper deals to install solar panels and set
up a battery storage system at home. helping make the transition to
clean energy for residents and businesses as cost-effective and
hassle-free as possible.

In the Bath and North East Somerset area more than 300
homeowners have invested in solar panels and 20 battery storage
systems.

Co-benefits: Economy and Resilience


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHE_OvjUovs

The affordable warmth grant uses money from several funding
pots including; Council affordable warmth scheme, Government
Green Homes Grant - Local Authority Delivery scheme (LAD) and
Government Sustainable Warmth scheme — Home upgrade Grant
(HUG), and has enabled community members with most need to
access home energy efficiency improvements.

Applicants must meet the following criteria:

e Household income must be below £30,000 per year
e AnEPCratingofD, E,ForG

e Owner-occupiers only

Co-benefits: Equity and Resilience
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Pictured: A contractor installing a heat pump in a garden.
Feedback has been positive so far:

"After his old coal-powered heating system failed in 2020, WeCare
helped my elderly father acquire funding for a brand- new functional
heating system AND an Affordable Warmth Grant to improve the
property’s energy performance. In the end, the EPC rating was
significantly improved, and my father’'s home is now warm, well-
insulated, and using renewable energy." - Peasedown St John

"I've had my loft insulated, a heat pump installed and double- glazing
put into 2 bedrooms and the back door. My home has been seriously
upgraded and I'm very happy with the results".

- Midsomer Norton



Transport: New Schemes and Tech

A closer look at some of the key work accomplished over the past year, from consulting on new community focused schemes to investing in

new technology to repair roads. Each case study below demonstrates
net zero by 2030.

Liveable Neighbourhoods

C LIVEABLE|

NEIGHBOURHOODS

Pictured: The Liveable Neighbourhoods illustrated logo, depicting peoplerunning,
using a wheelchair and cycling.

Extensive public engagement has taken place on the introduction
of ‘Liveable Neighbourhoods’. Encouraging residents to re-think
how street space can be used to prioritise people, reduce our
reliance on cars, and encourage more active travel.

Working collaboratively with the council, residents have put
forward a range of measures to be considered, including safer
crossings, wider pavements, improved seating and public space,
and a range of traffic- calming measures. Three pilot road
closures are in place, and five residents' parking zones have
been implemented. Detailed designs for 15 neighbourhoods are
almost ready for publication.

Co-benefits: Health, Equity, and Resilience
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our commitment to enabling Bath and North East Somerset to reach

E-scooter rollout

Pictured: Councilor Sarah Warren deputy leader and cabinet member for
climate and sustainable travel and lan Blenkharn, director of education and
student services at the University of Bath riding e-scooters.

The West of England’s e-scooter trial has extended to cover the
University of Bath’s Claverton Down campus. The third phase of the
e-scooter trial in Bath, which was introduced in

2020, now extends to over eight square miles to enable more people
to easily commute or take short journeys around the city, including up
Widcombe Hill to reach the University of

Bath. The e-scooters have replaced approximately 90,000 car
journeys since being introduced across the UK.

Co-benefits: Health and Economy



Low Emission Thermal Road Tech
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Pictured: Photo of new thermal road repair system a yellow truck with the Bath and
North East Somerset logo on the side.

A new carbon-saving alternative to traditional methods of

repairing roads is being used. The new thermal road repair
system helps to significantly reduce emissions as it improves and
maintains roads while producing zero waste.

The process reuses existing road surface material and there is no
excavation of material that then needs disposing, making the
process zero waste. By eliminating the need for power tools road
repairs can be made faster, noise levels are reduced, and carbon
emissions are significantly lower.

The system and the fully self-contained vehicle it travels in are
also fitted with solar panels further reducing its carbon impact.

Co-benefits: Economy and Resilience
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Expansion of electric vehicle charging points
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Pictured: Left, Clir Sarah Warren, deputy leader and cabinet member forclimate

and sustainable travel and right, Clir Kevin Guy, leader of the council stand in front

of an electric car plugged into a charging point.

30 new electric charging points have been made available following
the expansion of the Revive vehicle charging network to help reduce
transport emissions. The charging points are being installed at eight
locations across the district including 16 rapid (50kW) and 14 fast
(22kW) public charging bays.

The new charge points bring the total number of charging bays
provided by the council across Bath & North East Somerset to 50.

Co-benefits: Economy and Resilience



























