
REPORT OF URGENT DECISION – ASYMPTOMATIC MASS TESTING 
 
The following decision was made under Part 4G, rule 5 of the Constitution.  
This requires that, following the decision, a report will be made to the next 
available Council meeting explaining the decision, the reasons for it and why 
the decision was treated as a matter of urgency.  This item is not for debate or 
decision at Council – it is reported for noting, in accordance with the 
Constitution. 
 
 
Decision; 
The Chief Executive has agreed the award of contracts to support the Council 
in rolling out a Lateral Flow Testing programme as part of the national 
response to COVID-19, at a cost of approximately £346,000 per month 
(subject to any changes in DHSC requirements). 
 
Reason for decision & urgency; 
The Council is required to set up mass Lateral Flow Testing (LFT) 
arrangements as part of the Government’s pandemic response. The focus of 
the community testing is on key staff groups and the wider public to help 
identify people who were asymptomatic positive cases in order to break the 
chain of transmission. The Council therefore needs to undertake the urgent 
procurement of goods and services to set up the testing programme to ensure 
DHSC requirements are met.  
 
 
Further details can be viewed here; 
https://democracy.bathnes.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?ID=1495 
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