
Jill Britten

For the attention of Council Members, BANES Council Meeting 16th January 2020.

I am Jill Britten and a member of the Whitchurch Village Neighbourhood Plan 
and Whitchurch Village Action Group.

I am a Farmer, licenced with the Soil Association for Organic trading, and have 
lived and worked in the area for 50 years.  My farm is within the Green Belt.

The work on the Neighbourhood Plan took 3 years of meticulous investigation 
and background papers with especial attention to the National Planning Policy 
Framework. Multiple surveys were delivered to every household, which village 
residents responded to, with the results feeding into the final version of the 
NP.  These surveys showed a resounding 97% response wishing for the Green 
Belt to be retained and the Village to remain a Village.  This plan was then 
adopted by BANES in 2018 and became an integral part of BANES Core 
Strategy/Local Plan which runs to 2029.  

It was with relief that Government appointed Inspectors decided to call a halt 
to the JSP due to the lack of clarity regarding the SDL's selection process and 
for the JSP to be revisited.

Residents overwhelming stated why the chosen site for 2,500 houses here was 
the wrong site for such a huge development.  Thousands of letters were sent 
to BANES and WECA explaining this; - lack of employment, lack of 
infrastructure, lack of access to Motorways, no rail link or metro link, an 
historic A road into Bristol (A37) which cannot be widened etc etc.  

As already stated the Core Strategy/Local Plan is valid up to 2029 but should 
the Council persist in trying to revive housing in this area before this then 
communication with the Village is essential.  Please bear in mind the Village 
has had a 50% expansion over the last few years, taking some 250 houses, so 
the area has already “done its bit” for BANES.  
Thank you for your attention.
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