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Dear Sirs, 

Re: Proposed Bath Renal Dialysis Unit – Box Road, Bath 

I write in support of the planning application for the proposed haemodialysis satellite dialysis 

unit on Box Road, Bath. 

NHSE (NHS England), Specialised Commissioning – South West Hub, funds Renal Dialysis 

Services for patients across the South West, including satellite dialysis units at Yeovil, 

Taunton and Frome.   

Renal dialysis is currently provided for patients within the Bath area from the Royal United 

Hospital Trust Bath site (as a satellite unit to North Bristol Trust).  Notice has been served on 

North Bristol Trust and they are legally required to have vacated the existing site by 

30.09.19.  An extension has already been given and there is no ability to extend this further.   

Relocating the unit by the end of September is therefore essential in order for patients in the 

Bath area to continue to receive this life saving treatment, which for many individuals is a 

lifelong requirement if they are unsuitable to receive a kidney transplant. 

The stringent criteria required for siting a renal dialysis satellite unit narrows the options of 

locations available. 

Whilst not being the driving factor, in moving to new premises, the NHS Five Year Forward 

View also encourages the delivery of more healthcare away from acute hospital settings and 

closer to home, with the aim of providing better care for patients, reducing the number of 

unplanned bed days in hospital and a reduction in net costs to the healthcare system. 

Box Road has been identified as the proposed site for the new renal dialysis satellite unit 

following a competitive tender process undertaken in the latter part of 2018/19.  Following 

detailed evaluation of the responses to that invitation to tender, Box Road is the site that 

best meets the requirements of Specialised Commissioning, North Bristol Trust and our 

patients and staff in terms of location, cost and ability to provide sufficient treatment capacity 

to ensure the sustainability of a service so critical to the Bath area. 
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Gains of this particular site include a positive net effect on patient travel (approximately 

62,000 miles per year and 367 hours reduction – which has a significant positive impact on 

infrastructure/congestion/emissions as well as patient wellbeing). 

Further gains to patients of re-locating the site include new equipment, closer and free 

parking for patients and a significantly refurbished unit which will meet the latest building 

regulations as well as Renal Association guidelines. 

Specialised Commissioning and North Bristol Trust therefore fully supports the planning 

application by Fresenius Medical Care Renal Services to develop a renal dialysis satellite 

unit in Bath. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

 

Luke Culverwell 

Chief Operating Officer 

NHS England South, Specialised Commissioning 
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