
 
 

 

Polling District Review 

 

1. The Liberal Democrats are entirely supportive of the Council’s policy of 

coinciding polling districts in North East Somerset with parish or parish 

ward boundaries. 

 

2. However, we note with concern the proposal to introduce relatively small 

polling districts in the unparished part of B&NES, i.e. the city of Bath. We 

are concerned that this will significantly increase the cost of holding an 

election and make it harder for political parties to staff polling stations 

with “tellers” which in turn helps to improve turnout. 

 

3. Similar sized unitary authorities (York, Swindon) have at least 3,000 voters 

per polling district and sometimes rather more (up to 5,000). Given how 

compact most of the Bath wards are we would have expected 

approximately the same number of polling districts as there are 

councillors, i.e. two in a two-member ward and just one the single-

member wards of Oldfield Park or Moorlands. Four or five polling districts 

in a compact two-member urban ward appears to be excessive and 

unnecessarily expensive. 

 

4. In a low turnout election such as the West of England Metro Mayor (2017) 

or the Police and Crime Commissioner (2016), where no other poll has 

been held on the same day, the turnout in B&NES has been as low as 15% 

of “on the day” voters. Given that up to 20% of voters have permanent 

postal votes a polling district of 1000 electors could see just 120 voters 

turning out in a 15-hour period, which seems very inefficient and 

extremely tedious for polling station clerks. 

 

5. We look forward to working with the Elections team in whatever scheme 

of polling districts is proposed for the 2019 local elections. 

 

Chris Twells 

Head of Campaigns, Bath and North East Somerset Liberal Democrats 
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