
•A grouping of 26 residents' associations  

•Represents 4,500 residents in central and outer areas

• 6 Affiliate members including Cycle Bath, the Bath 

Independent Guest Houses Association and the two 

University student unions



This is about solutions for Bath, not just 

solutions for the east of Bath

It's about striking a balance between the needs 

of Bath and the communities to the east



FOBRA's top priorities

• Air Pollution

• Traffic (including congestion and parking)



What's the problem for Bath?

• Traffic dominating the World Heritage Site

• Congestion, visual degradation, noise and smell

• Traffic vibration and pollution damaging historic 

buildings

• Air pollution damaging the health of residents 

and visitors



London Road



George Street, in the heart of the city, 11 am



Compare and contrast – La Rochelle





Bath air quality  - NO
2 

concentrations  μg/m3 (legal limit 40 μg/m3)
Source –B&NES Environmental  Monitoring                        







• 10,000 people live in the Bath AQMA

• By definition, they are suffering unhealthy 

levels of NO
2

pollution over the legal limit

• B&NES Council has a moral responsibility 

and a legal duty to tackle this situation



New Scientist, September 2015



The Guardian, August 2015



• 92% of NO
2

pollution in Bath is due to 

motor vehicles
(Source:  B&NES Air Quality Action Plan)

• NO2 pollution causes 29,000 deaths a year 

across the UK 
(Source:  DEFRA Consultation on Air Quality, 2015)

• Pro-rata, that equates to 30 deaths a year 

in Bath



Source: DfT Traffic Count, CP 57772

Large volumes of car traffic come into 

Bath from the east



B&NES Core Strategy, 2014

"The city centre [will be] predominantly car free"

[by 2029]



"Bath will enhance its unique status 

by adopting measures that promote 

sustainable transport and reduce the 

intrusion of vehicles, particularly in 

the historic core". 

Bath Transport Strategy –

the Vision



Bath Transport Strategy – main features

• A walking/cycling strategy to make Bath the UK’s most walkable city; 

• Improved accessibility for people with mobility impairments; 

• A parking strategy to support the economic growth but at the same time 

reducing the amount of off-street spaces within the city centre; 

• A new Park-and-Ride to the east of Bath, and continuing expansion of the 

existing Park & Ride (P&R) sites; 

• A traffic management plan for the city; 

• Support for more use of public transport to reduce the number of cars 

entering the city; 

• Better management of Heavy Goods Vehicles within the city; 

• Finding a new location for coaches to park once they have dropped visitors 

off in the city centre. 

• Investigate alternatives to A36-A46 HGV route through the city.

• Develop options for a Low Emission Zone.



"P&R implementations are generally successful where they are 

explicitly for providing more parking for economic growth or 

traffic management reasons, rather than to enhance sustainable 

mobility. 

"The essential conditions for traffic reduction to occur in future 

are a strategic sub regional integrated parking and public 

transport strategy which achieves interception of car trips early 

and ensures public transport services remain attractive for a 

range of access modes."

(Source:  Parkhurst & Meek, 2014)


