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PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION, ECONOMY AND 

SUSTAINABILITY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY REVIEW 
TERMS OF REFERENCE (TOR) 

 
1 Title of proposed project 

• Transportation Management – Parking Strategy 
2 Purpose and Objectives 

• To review the overall range of Council controlled parking provision in 
Bath and North East Somerset1  

• To assess the adequacy of Parking provision in terms of volume, 
location and mix to determine whether it meets the needs of 
stakeholders, including those with a disability, and in terms of its 
effects on the local economy, tourism and residents 

• To put forward appropriate conclusions that are relevant to short and 
medium term (1 to 3 years) objectives throughout the district  

• To facilitate Executive Member decision making within the context of 
current and future Local Transport Plans and other related, longer 
term (5 years plus), national and/or sub regional Transportation 
Policies 

• To identify other parking management issues of interest to the 
community that may benefit from further review and/or in depth study 

3 Context 
• There are around 19,000 managed car parking spaces in the Bath & 

North East Somerset District (excluding domestic parking) 
• Over 12,000 of these are managed by the Council 
• There are three Park & Ride sites serving Bath in the District (1,980 

spaces excluding spaces used for Saturday parking at Claverton 
Down), 53 Car Parks, (1,956 spaces), 8,101 on street spaces 
including 1,000 on-street pay & display spaces 

 
Car Parking Profile in Bath & North East Somerset in terms of Space Provision

B&NES On Street, 8101, 
43%

B&NES Off Street, 1956, 
10%B&NES P&R, 1980, 11%

Private, e.g. supermarkets, 
2406, 13%

Major Employers e.g. 
RUH, 4378, 23%

 
                                                
1 This definition relates to the physical provision and management of on and off street car 
parking spaces in Bath and North East Somerset and does not include unregulated car 
parking on highways that are managed by Council, although the impact of this will need to 
be considered in this review and when developing a parking strategy  
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• Unregulated parking is also permitted on some of the 960 miles of 

highway in the district 
• The Council employs 30 car parking attendants 
• Park and Ride had a peak monthly utilisation of 76% in 2002/3 (which 

equates to peak capacity) 
• The Audit Commission Best Value Inspection of Transportation (June 

2002) suggested that the Council should account for the asset rental 
value of its car parks and should review charging policies to affirm 
the purpose of charges. 

4 Scope 
• This is a high level review of the Council’s car parking provision. It 

serves to establish the current position and to flag up any immediate 
issues for further research 

• The review will make reference to the entire parking provision in the 
area including unregulated parking on highways but this will be to put 
into context the Council’s own provision and future policy initiatives 

5 Constraints  
• The review will acknowledge specific initiatives, but will not examine 

the effectiveness of specific schemes such as, for example, the 
residents parking or decriminalised parking schemes. This does not 
preclude the examination of these or other issues in the future, 
including reviews that may be based on the findings of this review 

• This project will be undertaken within the Panel’s review budget 
(£4,000 for 2003/4). Expenditure is anticipated not to exceed £500 

6 Initial Outline Plan 
 

Tues 20th April 
2004 (Public 
Meeting of the 
PTES Panel) 

Public Panel Meeting to 
agree terms of reference 

10am-12 
Chamber, Guildhall Bath 

Tuesday 27th 
April (Steering 
Group Meeting) 

To review Panel 
comments on terms of 
reference, redraft and 
commence detailed 
project planning 

11am PARIS Project 
Office, Guildhall, Bath 

Thursday 13th 
May 2004 
(Steering Group 
Meeting) 

To agree issues to be 
included in this review 
To have reviewed 
background information 
on parking, to include 
local and national 
guidance (as supplied by 
Steve Howell)  
To link relevant 

9am PARIS Project 
Office, Guildhall, Bath 
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consultees to parking 
issues for further 
discussion and to expand 
topics for consideration 
with these stakeholders 
(see below) 
To agree modified the 
terms of reference to 
reflect the comments of 
the Panel 

Tues 22nd June 
2004 

Informal Panel meeting to  
brief the panel on 
progress made by the 
review, to report 
outcomes of preliminary 
investigations into 
parking issues and get a 
panel understanding o 
the contributor session on 
28th June 

10am – 13.00 – 
Chamber, Guildhall, 
Bath 

Mon 28th June 
2004 (Public 
Meeting of PTES 
Panel) (lead in 
date 17th June) 

Contributor Session to 
publicly consider 
evidence already 
gathered and to interview 
invited stakeholders to 
meet the panel about 
parking issues in the area 
To draw conclusions and 
make draft 
recommendations 

10am – 3.00pm – 
Brunswick Room, 
Guildhall, Bath 

July 2004 
(Steering Group 
Meeting) 

To draft a report based 
on conclusions and 
recommendations from 
panel meeting of 28th 
June 

tba 

Mon 26th July 
2004 (Informal 
PTES Panel 
Meeting) 

Informal meeting to 
discuss draft report  

10am – 12.00 
Chamber, Guildhall, 
Bath 

Tues 7th 
September 
(Public Panel 
Meeting) 

Public meeting to debate 
conclusions and 
recommendations and 
agree Panel’s final report 

 

 
7 Initial Risk Assessment 

• “Scope creep” (that issues, other than those within the scope of the 
review are considered). The review is a high level assessment of the 
current position. It will not focus on the specifics of strategy or service 
delivery at this stage 
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8 Organisation  
• Overview & Scrutiny Panel: Planning, Transportation, Economy & 

Sustainability 
• Lead Member: Cllr Caroline Roberts * 
• Panel Chairman: Cllr Peter Metcalfe 
• Lead Director: Peter Rowntree *  
• Head Of Service: Steve Howell * 
• Overview and Scrutiny Team: Mike Carne *(2 days pw Project 

Management) 
• TAWM Officers: Barbara Selby, Dorothy Miley, Rab Smith  
 

* Project Steering Group 
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APPENDIX 1 
 

Suggested list of Possible Stakeholders/Contributors 
(This list does not make up part of the formal terms of reference) 

 
• Government Office of the South West (GOSW) 
• Ward, Town and Parish Councils 
• Chambers of Commerce/Traders Associations 
• Local Strategic Partnership representatives (e.g. Bath Initiative) 
• Relevant Council Officers – Property Services, Parking Operations 
• Council for the Protection of Rural England (CPRE) 
• English Heritage 
• Sustrans/Transport 2000 
• Neighbouring Unitary, County and District Councils 
• Councils recognised to be good performers 
• Similar Authorities – e.g. Chester & York 
• Private Sector Parking providers, e.g. National Car Parks (NCP), Euro 

Car Parks, Podium etc 
• Major Employers in the area, e.g. RUH, University of Bath 
• Local retail outlets, e.g. Sainsbury’s, Morrisons, Tesco etc 
• British Parking Association (BPA)    
• Tourism Plus 
• Concerned residents 
• Action for Pensioners 
• Federation of Small Businesses 
• Taxi Drivers 
• Envolve 
• Coach and Bus companies 
• Living Streets 
• Pedestrians Association 
• B&NES Community Cohesion Unit  
• Motoring Organisations e.g. AA, RAC 


